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Proclamation 4784 of August 26, 1980 

National Employ the Handicapped Week, 1980 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Our Nation is moving strongly toward greater equality for people with 
physical and mental disabilities. 

The United Nations has designated next year as the International Year of 
Disabled Persons. As President, I not only reaffirm this country's commit
ment to equality for handicapped individuals, I intend to make every effort 
to see that the coming decade is one in which their aspirations are fulfilled. 

We must do all we can to give the handicapped maximum independence, 
full access to our society, and the opportunity to develop and use their tal
ents and skills. This must be done case by case, event by event, and pro
gram by program. Working together, we can make certain that disabled 
people at last enter completely into the mainstream of our great society. 

To affirm our commitment to independence for handicapped individuals, 
the Congress, by joint resolution of August 11, 1945, as amended (36 U.S.C. 
155), has called for the designation of the first full week in October each 
year as National Employ the Handicapped Week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby designate the week beginning October 5, 1980, as Na
tional Employ the Handicapped Week, I urge all Governors, Mayors, other 
public officials, leaders in business and labor, and private citizens at all 
levels of responsibility to help remove the barriers to equal opportunity for 
handicapped individuals and to help them in their search for productive 
employment. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
fifth. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4785 of August 26,1980 

Women's Equality Day, 1980 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

America struck a blow for justice on August 26, 1920, when the 19th 
Amendment, granting women the right to vote, became law. On this 60th 
anniversary, American women and men recall how far we have come on 
the road toward equal opportunity for all Americans and reaffirm our com
mitment to full equality for women. We celebrate today the achievements 
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